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Petite Pets 
Make a handful 
of fuzzy friends. 


Monkey Business (| 
Gear the Cover 


Meet Ali M., age 10. We 


Throw a fun party 
that will make your 


friends go bananas! asked her some questions 


about animals. 


More than 100. 


| have three dogs, named Meeko, 


Igor, and Zoe. | also have 11 fish. 


| like dogs—and cats! 


kt 


To see more pictures from our photo shoot, 
go to “Behind the Scenes” on page 49. 
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Letters from You 


Bulletin Bored? 
I have two bulletin boards in my 
room. One I fill with pictures, 
but I didn’t know what to do 
with the other one. After I got 
your magazine, I decided to 
decorate my second bulletin 
board just like your “Behind the 
Scenes” page. It looks great! 


Ellen M. 


Age 13, Louisiana 


Hair Helper 
Thank you for putting “Style 
It!” in the September/October 
2005 issue. I always do the 
same old stuff with my hair, so 
I was excited to see some new 
and fresh styles. I love them! 


Marlee R. 


Age 12, Colorado 


Clever Costume 
After looking at the Halloween 
costumes in September/Octo- 
ber, I was inspired to create my 
own costume instead of buying 
one at the store. Those pictures 
gave me some great ideas of 
how to put together my own 
costume. Thanks! 


Cmando_R 


Age 14, New Jersey 


EE 
Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


\\ 


American Girl magazine 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@americangirl.com, 
Either way, be sure to include your first 
and last name and your birth date. We 
can't print every letter we receive, but 
we read and learn from each one. 


Win It! 


On page 4, you'll read about our latest 
Win It! contest. To enter, send a postcard 
by February 15 with your first and last 
name and address to: 


Win It!—J/F 06 
American Girl magazine 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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Try these tricks for perfect pet pics. 


Trick 1: Her level 
Kneel or lie on your belly to snap a photo 
straight on—the better to see your pet's 
funny little face. Her body will fill the photo 
frame better. Using a camera with a feature 
for close-ups will help you get a clear shot. 


Trick 2: At play 

Snap your pet’s photo while he’s walking, 
gazing out the window, or playing up a 
storm. Action shots sometimes turn out 
even better than portraits of pets who 
are perfectly posed. 


Trick 3: Perfect pose 
If you really want your pet to look 
at the camera, do what the pros 


do and have an assistant use a y 
squeaky toy, a noisemaker, ora _@W 


treat to get your pet’s attention. 


Illustrations: Tracey Wood 
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Electronic pets can be as cute and fun as the real thing. 
Create a cuddly koala with 


a few simple shapes. 


“love dogs, and since | can’t have 
one, this is the next best thing. It is 


Draw an oval. so real. You teach your dog, feed it, 
Add a smaller oval and clean up after it, This game is hard 
inside. Draw eyes to put down!” 
and a mouth. $29.99 for game only 


KKK KK 
Gabriella \.. 


Age 10, Washington 


“These are puppet-like figures in domes of 
water that dance and play games when you 
press the buttons. They interact with each 
other, and they are very cute.” 
$19.95 for two 


RRR KK 


Age 9, Indiana 


Add squiggles for 
ears. Draw a big “C” on 
the left side for a body. 


Aquapets photo: Chris Hynes 


) 

‘ “These pets evolve depending on how you take care 
of them. | gave one to my friend, and we can 
connect when we see each other. | like 
them, and | think they’re worth the price.” a 

i i $24.99 for two 


Kora M. 


Age 10, Massachusetts 


Add legs and a tail. 
Draw a tree trunk. Hang 
in there! 


AMERICAN GIRL 


When Emma L. woke up at 3 o'clock our house 
one morning, she knew something might have 


was terribly wrong. “I heard my burned down,” Emma with Denver 
dog, Denver, barking like crazy,” Emma says. The local 

the Texas 12-year-old says.Andher _ police department agreed—Denver 
mom was screaming! got an award for his heroism. 


Emma’s mom shouted that the 
house was on fire, so Emma jumped 
out of bed and ran to wake up her 
brother and sister. They raced 
outside to stand away from the 
house as their parents called 911. 
The fire department put out 
the flames, and the family was 
lucky enough to be able to return 
to their house that morning. 
Emma’s mom said that Denver 7 
had alerted her to the fire. 
“If it wasn’t for Denver, 


Cut out card. Flip over for directions. 


AG Poll 


In our September/October 
issue, we asked you which 


fantasy creature you'd most 
like to meet. You said: 


Mermaid 360 


L Ul my Cc h Make fun, yume mixes 
& ox with animal-shaped treats. 


phoenix 109 


our first and last name, address, and birth date. 


Next question: 


If you were famous, for which 
talent would you want to be 


Peanut Butter 
Chips 


+ 


Popcorn 


+ IW 


Teddy Grahams Dried Cherries Chocolate Chips Cher-Bears 


our answer and mail it to us with y 


Cut outy 


iS 


rE 
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Cute Collar 


Make an adorable collar for your 
stuffed animal. Place a letter 
sticker on a metal-rimmed tag. 
Squeeze a dab of dimensional 
fabric paint on the edge of the tag. 


Add a clear sequin on top. 
Continue adding dots and sequins 
around the rim. Let dry. Put the tag 

ona piece of ribbon and tie it 
around your stuffed toy—so cute! 


AMERICAN GIRL 
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Girls Express * 
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Want to help animals? Here are some online resources: 


True Story 


Saje B. gets a ride to school every day— 
but not on a bus or in a car! 


Dear American Girl, wale 
Llive on a farm with my family, which includes my mom, 


dad, and little sister, plus five mules, two donkeys, two 

h horses, ten 4095, and some chickens. 

hool with only four other students. 

My family lives two miles from school, and 1 ride on 

named Ruth to get there. I’m never eat : a ee 

to go fast, and so do 1! Sometimes it’s really co : uv 

mind. We ride through fields and on coy a : a 

Once we get to school, Ruth waits outside, tie | . 

She has a furry coat to keep her warm on cold days- ae 
come outside for recess, she brays at all of us to say { 
Ruth’s favorite part is when school is over. She knows ner 


hay is waiting at home. Once 
faster 


ponies, Six Wels 
I go to a one-room Sc 


I hop on, She runs even 


to get us there! (@ ®) 


Sincerely, 


24 


\e-b. 
0, North Dakota ; 
Saje and Ruth see skunks and 


deer on their way to school. 


AG Art Gallery 


Animals always inspire artwork. 


Here’s some of your best! 


id 
: Age 11,| 
Jennifer t. sell 


Age 13, Texas 


“ Emilry Re. 
Age 12 Hinois 


Faia) p 


ge14, Marylang 
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Pet Palaces 


You dreamed up tons of ways to pamper your 
furry friends in our Pet Dream Home contest! 


Pet Paradise 
There’s something for every- 
one here, with separate 
areas designed specially for 
pups, kitties, and birds! 


Candace B. 


Age 11, Texas 


Clever Kitty Condo 
A cat could stay busy for hours 

climbing the indoor tree and ~~, oo 
jumping from the ledges! And ar sy 
when she gets tired, there’s a ‘ae f ae 
cozy place to sleep. 


Annie P 


Age 10, North Dakota 
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Illustrations: Lauren Scheuer 


A Darling Dog Den 
Dogs on the television, a ball 
pit, an outside room, and 
delicious treats make this 
house a dog’s delight! 


g 


Age 12, New Jersey 


The Rabbit Resort 
This carrot-shaped home 

is every bunny’s dream. It has 
an All You Can Eat Garden and 
a Bunnopoly game. 


Grace C, 


Age 13, California 
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Heart to Heart * 


No Fidos here! These girls tell us the clever 
ways that their pets got their unique names. 


When we got our puppy, the first thing she 
chewed up in our house was my shoelace. 
So we named her Lacey! 


We named 
our cat Sheba 
because she 


always acts 


Sarah M. 


like she is the Queen of 
Age 12, Texas Sheba. She walks so swiftly 
and holds her head up high. 
Sometimes when you pet 


her, she doesn’t even purr, 
because she expects it. 

I love that cat! 

My family Age 12, Texas 
picked my 
dog’s name, 
Teika, by tak- 
ing the first initial of each 
of our names and creating 
a new name with those let- 
ters. I think that it’s a good 
way to do it because then 
everyone can feel like the 
pet was named after them. 
Emily M. 


Age 13, New Jersey 


SO Mex is the most popular dog name in the United States. 


= 
°o 
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illustrations: Laura Cornell 


My family 
got our dog’s 
name from 


picking out 
of a hat. We each put our 
favorite name in: Fluffy, 
Jimmy Jr., Ted, and Eddie. 
Eddie was the winner. That 
was my dad’s choice. 


Bcante a 


Age 12, Wisconsin 


Big Snuth 


Next subject: Teasing. We 
want to hear your thoughts 
on teasing. Tell us about a 
time when you were teased 
or when you teased some- 
one. What are some ways to 
stop teasing? Is teasing ever 
O.K.? What about teasing in 
good fun? 

Send answers, name, birth 
date, and school photo to 
the address on page 2. 
Deadline: February 7, 2006. 
Some answers will appear 
in the July/August 2006 


issue. + 


In my family, 
we always 
pick pet é 
» names that 

are a food and start with 
the letter “p.” I don’t know 
how it even started! We’ve 
named pets Peaches, Plum, 
Pumpkin, Peanut, Pepper, 
and Penne! 


Jotie G. 


Age 10, Ohio 


12 


_ Ifyou are away for the day and your 
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Friendship Matters 


Be o Al 


3 Yeur Ft 


Your pet is one of your best friends. Use these 
ideas to show her how much you love her. 


Animal Album 

Make a scrapbook filled with pictures 
just of your pet. Start with pictures of 
her as a baby and write down special 
memories. 


P.E.T. Phone Home 


furry friend is home alone, call and 
leave a message on the answering 
machine so she can hear your voice. 


Celebrate! 
Remember your pet at every holiday. For 
Valentine’s Day, make her a card and put 
it by her bed. During Christmastime, 

stuff a stocking just for her. But remember— 
no chocolate or raisins! hy 


illustrations: Cathi Mingus 


A Part of the Family 
Don’t forget to include your pet in 
family pictures. 


Love My Pet 


Draw or paint a portrait of your pet. 


Frame it and hang it in your bedroom. 


Friends Forever 
Hang the other half of your BFF charm 
on your dog’s or cat’s collar. 


Glowing Report 

Create a training report card especially 
for your pet. Be sure to update it every 
few months! 


Delightful Day 

Spend the perfect day with your pet. First 
thing in the morning, make a beeline to 

the dog park, play with her, and treat her to 
a special toy. Then end the day by watching 
an animal movie together. +« 
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Photos: Steven Talley Illustrations: Tracey Wood 


YOU WILL NEED 


Helpful Tips: 


Bend a 5-inch piece of Make a small bend at the 
thin pipe cleaner to make the top of a 6-inch piece of thick 
feet first and then the ears. pipe cleaner. Hook the pipe 
Make short ears or long ears, cleaner between the ears. 


depending on the animal you 
are making. Wind extra pipe 
cleaner around the body. 


Wrap the thick pipe 
cleaner around the animal’s 
body, starting at the top. 
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Mini Bunny 


9,8) 


Little Kitty 


Tiny Duck 
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basic body 


basic body 


ii 


Make a using 
thin and thick brown pipe 
cleaners. Wrap another thick 
6-inch pipe cleaner around the 

. body, starting with a tight 
"_ ditcle at the top and getting 
_ looser as you reach the feet. 


Loop a piece of pipe cleaner 
to create a tail. Push the tail 
into the body and secure with 


glue. >. 


Make a using 
thin and thick green pipe 
cleaners. Instead of making 
ears, just bend the pipe 
cleaner to make the body, 


Makea using a 
thin pink pipe cleaner and _ 
athick gray pipe cleaner. _ 


Wrap a thick 6-inch green 
pipe cleaner around the body, 
starting with a tight circle at 
the top and getting looser as 
you reach the feet. 


Cut a piece of gray pipe 
cleaner for the tail. Wrap the 
tail around the body to attach. 


Cd 


Glue on small google eyes. 
Loop a small piece of pipe 
cleaner around the body for : 
arms. Add a small piece of pipe 
cleaner for an acorn and 
secure with glue. Let dry. 


Glue on large google eyes 
at the top of the frog’s body. 
Cut two small pieces of dark 
green pipe cleaner. Bend each 
piece and glue on the body for 
legs. Let dry. 


Cut a tiny piece of gray pipe 
cleaner and bend in half fora 
nose. Secure with glue. Glue on 
small google eyes. Let dry. 
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} Feathered Friend 


< What Nicole did to help: 


©\, Many trumpeter swans live near Nicole’s home, but they 
are a threatened species. Nicole found out that trumpeters 
were dying when they flew into overhead power lines on 
their way to a nearby creek. By soliciting donations at her 
parents’ business and raising awareness through 
media interviews, Nicole single-handedly raised 
$12,000 of the $160,000 needed to bury the lines 
in order to save swans’ lives, After two years of 
work, the lines finally were buried. 


Nicole says: 
“I'm glad | did it. It made my community a little bit 
stronger. I'm glad that I helped the birds because 
they mean a lot to me and also to a lot of people 
in my hometown.” 


Presented to 7 


e14,Wyoming — ok 


' = 
trumpeter Swans nearly became 
extinct 100 years ago 
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Illustrations: Keri Smith 


Pet Pal 


What Kelsey did to help: 

Kelsey started “Toys and Treats,” a community 

project that collects pet food and toys to be 

donated to homeless animals at her local shelter. 

Kelsey sent out flyers in her neighborhood, asking people 
to help her collect items for the animals. Her neighbors 
responded with bags full of toys and treats as Kelsey 
made her rounds to collect them. She was able to 
donate loads of items to animals at two shelters. 


Kelsey says: 

' “Lwent to the animal shelter and saw how 
they didn’t have anything. When | dropped 
off the toys and treats, | felt so proud. To see 
animals happy makes me happy.” 


else’ 


1 a aS ' 
j a a) = | 
Here!’ ee 
Snations and her dog G : 
) Cory, 
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Dear DeerZ....:: 


f What Nichole did to help: 
7 Nichole and her mom brought home Bucky, a fawn that 

H had been hit by a combine in a nearby farm field and had a 
# broken leg. Nichole’s aunt works with animals and came to 
# tend to Bucky's leg, and Nichole and her family bottle-fed 
the fawn for several months in their mudroom. Bucky 
eventually healed and grew up, and now he lives ina field 
near Nichole’s home. 


} 


Nichole says: 
_ “Bucky comes to visit us 
sometimes. It was sad to let 
_ him goafter being with him for 
_ solong, but we think he made 

_ some friends out in the field.” 


Presented to 


Nichole S 


Age 12, Ohio 


hitetail deer fawns 


ts onWw : 
The spo hem inthe wild. 


help camouflage t 
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When Kate and her dad found that a mockingbird 
nest in the yard was badly damaged, they looked up 
directions for saving the nest. Kate wanted to help 
because the nest had a baby bird inside! She 
and her dad found a plastic container, wired 
it into the tree where the damaged nest sat, 
and placed the nest and baby bird inside 
the container in the tree. 


Presented to g 
te E. 


fy 8, Florida 


“The next day, | saw the mother teaching 
the baby how to fly. When | checked the 


nest later, it was empty! | was so happy.” 2 


Here is Kate wit), the mbekinobi i) 
ir 


nestin the container 


After Vanja saved a dirty, skinny kitten 
from a sewer, she was inspired to help 
other homeless cats. Vanja took care of 
a lovable stray cat in her neighborhood. 
She also has volunteered at cat adoption 
fairs and worked at other events fora 
feline rescue group in her community. 
With Vanja’s help, the rescue 

group saves more than 500 

cats a year. 


“Holding a cat makes you feel 
warm on the inside. | love 
all animals and would do 
anything | could to help them 
if they were hurt or hungry. A 
Just knowing a cat makes 


Here’ ree 
you feel good.” ere’ s Vanja with Pa 
she took Care of jn }, 


Bo 9 6 60: O00. 


dto 


ceco790erFZTanlPAgqQe9CSDO SO © 


Vania G 


ther, the stray Age 4, Virginia 


ea Neighborhood. 
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Here’s Alyssa with a local police 
dhis police dog: 


officer an 
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What Roxanne did to help: . 
Roxanne started “Frog Farm,” a project in which 
she raises frogs from eggs or tadpoles. Roxanne 
noticed fewer and fewer Pacific tree frogs living in 
her area, so she did some research and decided to 
help. For three years, Roxanne has captured 
tadpoles from a fountain in her yard, raised 
them in tanks away from predators and 
people, and let them go when they were 
grown. So far, she’s released 150 frogs! 


OMe Pacific tree frog’s “Libbit” is the one Hollywood uses in movies. 


ne 


ues, i Roxanne says: 
sented to 
ua at 


“There are very few frogs where | live. 
They have been forced to move elsewhere, 
and they need our help. It feels so good 
to release a frog into the wild.” 4K wien 
Pacific tree frogs usvally grow to be 
mt & 6 °O.30 ti about? inches long. 


So 


Frog photo: PhotoLink/Photodisc Green/Getty Images 
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See how much of an animal lover you are! Circle the answers that 


describe you best, then add up the points and check your score at the end. 


1. How many stuffed anes 


do you own? 
% 0 to 5 (1 point) 
% 6 to 10 (2 points) 


[800 many to count (3 points) 
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by Evany Thomas 


2. Your friend is taking her 
dog for a walk and invites you to 
come along. What do you do? 


go on the walk and ask if | can be the 
one to hold her dog’s leash. (4 points) 


#1 go on the walk and let my friend hold 
the leash. (2 points) 


% | say no thanks, but invite my friend to 
come over later for a movie. (1 point) 


3. How many of these animal 
movies have you seen? 


Babe 
Because of Winn-Dixie 
Dreamer 


4. You spot a bug crawling on 
the wall above your bed. What 


Racing Stripes do you do? 


Paulie 
Co gently coax the bug into a cup and 


monet poln® release it outside. (4 points) 


C®pne (2 points) 


% More than one (3 points) 


. > _- = 


% | run out of the room and hope it’s 
gone when | get back. (2 points) 


% All of them (4 points) %¥ | squash it with a tissue. (1 point) 


7. How do you eat 


your animal crackers? 


: 5.A herpetologist (someone 
: who studies snakes) comes 


% | start with their heads and put them 
out of their misery fast. (4 points) 


to your school and asks for 
volunteers. What do you do? 


} %¥ Lraise my hand high—here’s ¥ | eat them slowly, one leg at a time. 
(2 points 

\ my chance to finally hold a 6. Have you ever helped an ; = ) 

) snake! (4 points) (%Xhose were animal crackers? 


animal in need? For example, 


® don’t volunteer, but | pay close ididn't even notice. (1 point) 


attention to her presentation. 
(2 points) 


: % | hide behind my desk. (1 point) 


y did you return a lost kitten to 
its owner or nurse a sick bunny 
back to health? 


% Yes! (4 points) Total number 


% Not yet, but | would if | had of points: 
the chance. (2 points) 


% No, that’s not really my style. 
(1 point) 


If you scored more than 20 If you scored between 10and __iIf you scored fewer than 10 


a — _- 


Lauren Scheuer 


points... 20 points... 17 points... 
% You are completely cuckoo about You like animals a lot. You're happy to You think animals are O.K., but you’re 
3 animals. From bugs to elephants, you have a pet sit in your lap, but you’re not not interested in having a pet. Maybe an 
y love them all. going to hug any tarantulas or anything. animal T-shirt is more your style. 3x 
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O Did you know that a group of monkeys is calleda troop? 


~~ 


Monkey See. 
Monkey Do 


Players take turns being the 
Monkey. The Monkey secretly 
picks a special “move” (for 
example, she rests her chin 
on her hand), and then some- 
time during the party, she 
does it. The last person 

to do what the Monkey did 

is the new Monkey. 
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Invitation 

Use paper and craft-foam 
shapes to make invitations. 
Craft cute chimps from two 
sizes of ovals and a circle. The 
mouth is an oval cut length- 
wise, and ears are oval halves. 


Funky Monkey 
Milk Shakes 


a) Put 2 scoops chocolate 
ice cream into a blender. 


Pour in ¥2 cup milk. Add 

1 large peanut butter cup and 
¥2 banana. Cover and ask an 
adult to blend on HIGH until 
smooth. Pour into glasses. 
Top with whipped cream, 

if desired. Makes 2 large or 

4 small milk shakes. For 
decoration, hang a plastic 
monkey on each glass. 


Attach with craft glue. 
Add google eyes. Let dry. 
Use a paper fastener to 
attach your party details, 
Your card will swing open! 


Cupcake Faces 


Mix equal parts of white and 
chocolate frosting to make 
light brown. Frost cupcakes, 
adding mini peanut butter 
sandwich cookie ears. 

Use mini M&Ms for eyes. 
Center a mini vanilla wafer 
on each cupcake for a 
muzzle. Put a smile ora 
smirk on each face with a 
snip of red licorice rope 
secured with a dab of icing. 


e 
Memories 
Have each guest make a 
simple frame for a photo 
taken at your party. Put 
monkey stickers (available at 
craft or scrapbook stores) on 
asmall frame mat. Glue a 
ribbon loop on the back of 
the mat and let dry. Take a 
group picture and give a copy 
to each guest when it’s devel- 
oped. Tape the photo on the 
back of the frame and hang! 
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Co Bananas 
Everyone will love this sweet 
treat. Filla bowl with banana 
slices. Set out bowls with 
caramel sauce, strawberry 
yogurt, chocolate pudding, 
and candy sprinkles, Have 
each guest fill a small bowl 
with banana slices and her 
choice of toppings. 


me: 


If a local gym 
offers “open gym’ 


hours, take the 
group to monkey 


Monkey in 
the Middle 


Girls pair up and link arms with 
a partner. Pairs form a large 
circle. Two girls do not pair 
up—one is the Monkey in the 
Middle, and the other is It. On 
“go,” It tries to tag the Monkey. 
To be safe, the Monkey picks a 
girl to link arms with before 
getting tagged. Now the other 
girl from that pair becomes It, 
and the previous It becomes 
the Monkey in the Middle. 

You might need lots of space 
to play this fun one! 


Li the sock inside out. 
Use a rubber band to close 
off the toe about 1 inch 
below the heel. Turn sock 
right-side out. Fill about 

4 inches with small dried 
beans. 


3 Pincha section on 
either side of the sock to 
make ears. Secure each ear 
with a rubber band. Glue 
on button eyes. 


Sock Monkeys 
While you're hanging around, make 
monkey buddies from socks and beans! 


Favors 


2 Your friends will go bananas 
Close off the rest of the over goody bags stuffed with 
sock with a rubber band. The things such as monkey-print 
heel of the sock should be the socks, headbands, bookmarks, 
monkey’s muzzle. earrings, coin purses, stickers, 


or pens. 


For more super slumber-party 
ideas, check out Snooze-a- 
Palooza! in bookstores now. 3K 


| Fold the top of the sock 
over to make a hat. 
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feaily mean to be a girl's best friend? 
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ichelle walked on the beach with 
Killybegs on a crisp January morning, 


with the fog hanging low on the ocean 
and the smell of salt and low tide on the air. The sky 
was discolored by rain clouds like an old bruise. 
Michelle was playing fetch with Killybegs, and res- 
cuing her from the tide pools when she fell in, and 
laughing as she ran up and down the beach, when 
she saw a shadowy figure standing on top of a large 
dune. Michelle squinted through the mist. The 
shadow was a girl with frizzy hair and a long, hot 
pink skirt that rippled behind her in the wind like 
the sails of a ship. 

“Hey!” Michelle yelled, walking quickly toward 
her. The girl didn’t hear her. Michelle cupped her 
hands around her mouth. “I said hey!” she shouted. 

The girl finally turned around. She grinned 
widely at Michelle, revealing a jumble of crooked 
teeth and braces. Her smile was so wide and so 
funny that it reminded Michelle of a jack-o’-lantern. 
“You wanna climb on up?” the girl asked. 

Killybegs certainly wanted to, and Michelle had 
to grab her collar. 

“No, thanks,” Michelle said hastily. She rubbed 
her eyes—the girl’s skirt was so electrically pink 
that she saw spots on the insides of her eyelids 
whenever she blinked. “Where’d you get that 
skirt?” she asked. 

The girl jumped down from the dune. “I made 
it,” she said. “The clothes they sell in stores are 
too boring, so I make all my clothes myself. I’m 
Paloma,” she added and shook Michelle’s hand 
so hard that Michelle’s arm began to hurt. “I just 
moved here from Atlanta. That’s the cutest dog! I’ve 
always wanted a dog.” Paloma scratched Killybegs 
behind the ears, and Killybegs jumped on her and 
began to try to bite her fingers. Paloma laughed. 
“She’s perfect!” she said. “Absolutely perfect!” 


Michelle smiled shyly. She agreed with Paloma, 
but not everybody did. Killybegs was slightly cross- 
eyed, and she had one ear that stuck up and one ear 
that flopped down. She howled at the sprinklers 
until the neighbors complained, got into the trash 
almost every week, and had flunked obedience 
school. But Michelle knew she was special. From 
the minute her mom brought Killybegs home, a 
stray whimpering puppy wrapped in a wool sweater, 
Michelle knew that Killybegs would be the sort of 
friend who would be happy to see her no matter 
what her hair looked like in the morning, or what 
grade she got on her English paper, or what kind 


Paloma scratched Killybegs 
behind the ears, and Killybegs 
jumped on her and began to 

_ try to bite her fingers. Paloma 


laughed. “She’s perfect!” 


of stupid tie her dad was wearing. It was more than 
Michelle could say for a lot of her friends. 

“Thanks,” she said to Paloma, and she meant it. 

Paloma examined Killybegs’s collar. “How do 
you pronounce her name, anyway? What a weird 
name for a dog!” 

Michelle frowned and buried her hands in her 
pockets. She hated it when things like this came 
up. “I know,” she muttered. “My mom named her. 
My mom grew up in Ireland, and Killybegs was 
the name of her hometown. It’s pretty stupid.” 

Paloma grinned again. “That’s not stupid! 
That’s so cool! How long did your mom live in 
Ireland? Is your dad from Ireland, too? Do you 
have any other pets? Come on, let’s walk a little, 
it’s getting cold. Is it always this cold here? What’s 
your name, anyway?” 
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Michelle blinked. She’d never heard anyone 
talk as fast as Paloma did. Paloma grinned at her 
and threw a piece of driftwood into the ocean. 
Killybegs bounded after it, stumbling through the 
tide pools, and Michelle and Paloma both began to 
laugh. And snap—they were friends. Sometimes it 
happens just like that. 


inter break ended, school began, and 
Michelle’s friends came back to town. 

Cathleen, Sarah, and Brittany liked to 
go sking. Michelle hated skiing. She'd tried it only 
once, and she kept falling over and getting snow 
inside her jacket. At lunch, all Cathleen, Sarah, and 
Brittany talked about was how great the snow was, 
and how many ski runs they had done. Michelle 
picked at her peanut butter and celery sandwich, 
pretending to listen. 

“Don’t look now!” whispered Brittany. “Here 

comes that new girl!” Michelle turned. Paloma was 


entering the cafeteria. She was wearing green pants 
with bright purple polka dots, and her frizzy hair 
fanned like a lion’s mane around her head. Her eyes 
were searching the room for somewhere to sit. 

“Don’t make eye contact with her!” hissed Sarah. 
“She'll come sit over here!” 

“Oh, come on. I met her over vacation,” Michelle 
said, standing up to wave to Paloma. “She’s funky, 
but she’s really nice.” 

Cathleen grabbed Michelle by the wrist and 
pulled her back down into her seat. “Are you crazy?” 
she hissed. 

“She’s so weird!” Sarah said. 

“Look at her pants!” Brittany said. 

“She talks like a hick!” Cathleen said. 

“She’s from Georgia, if that’s what you mean,” 
Michelle said angrily, crossing her arms. 

“She’s weird,” Brittany said, and she said it like 
the matter was settled. When Michelle glanced 


back at the cafeteria doors, Paloma was gone. 


sxe, ven though they had been friends for 


7 years, Cathleen, Sarah, and Brittany 
mA had never been over to Michelle’s house. 
Michelle had made sure of that. Both of her par- 
ents were veterinarians, and they had a habit of 
adopting the stray animals that were brought into 
their office. So far, Michelle’s family owned six 
cats, three ducks, two rabbits, one guinea pig, two 
tree frogs, five mice, and a chicken—and of course 
there was Killybegs, who liked to chase the other 
animals around the house. The house smelled like 
a barn and sounded like an untuned symphony, 
and to add to the noise Michelle’s mom always 
played Irish step-dancing music when she was 
getting ready for work. So Michelle didn’t want 
her friends to see the inside of her house. She was 
pretty sure she’d die of embarrassment if they did. 


Michelle didn’t want her friends 


to see the inside of her house. 


She was pretty sure she'd die 


of embarrassment if they did. 


But for some reason, Michelle felt that showing 
Paloma her house would be a little different. “You 
promise you won’t laugh?” she asked anxiously 
one afternoon after school, when she and Paloma 
were finishing a walk with Killybegs. 

Paloma flashed Michelle her confident jack-o’- 
lantern grin. “I’d never laugh at you!” 

“Promise,” Michelle insisted, hugging 
Killybegs around the neck nervously. Killybegs 
licked her face. Michelle took a deep breath and 
opened the door. 

Paloma didn’t laugh. She giggled a little when 
Killybegs started chasing the family cats around 


the dining room, but she never laughed. Michelle 
could have hugged her for it. 

Paloma didn’t care that Michelle still liked to 
play with Legos and was building a castle the size 
of her kitchen table. And Michelle found that she 
didn’t care that Paloma made her own clothes. In 
fact, she liked Paloma’s crazy clothes and the fast 
way she talked. Michelle got embarrassed about 
a lot of things, but Paloma wasn’t embarrassed 


about anything. 


t school, the other kids talked about 
Paloma. 
» “She laughs too loud!” said Cathleen. 
“She talks too much!” said Sarah. 
“Did you see her outfit?” said Brittany. “She 
looks like a clown! And I hate her stupid accent.” 
“Freak! Hick! Weirdo!” they chanted when 
Paloma walked by. 


Paloma laughed at the kids at school who 
teased her. When she and Michelle were alone 
on the beach, however, she didn’t laugh at all. She 
told Michelle all about the “Kick me” signs that 
had been taped to her back, and the way her lunch 
money had disappeared, and the nasty things 
Cathleen and Sarah and Brittany whispered to her 
in the school yard. 

“T’m glad I have a friend like you,” Paloma 
said quietly. “It’s nice of you to listen to all this.” 
Killybegs rested her head on Paloma’s knee. 
Paloma sighed. “One of these days I’m going to get 
a dog like Killybegs,” she announced. 

Michelle snorted. “You mean a dog with weird 
ears and weird eyes who failed obedience school?” 


Paloma forced a smile. “A dog who likes me 
no matter what.” She fidgeted with her frizzy hair. 
“Michelle, where do you sit at lunch, anyway? 

I tried to find you the first few days, but now I just 
eat lunch in the art room.” 

“Oh, you know,” Michelle said vaguely, picking 
at a hangnail. “Around.” She didn’t feel like a good 
friend at all. She had watched Cathleen make that 
“Kick me” sign. She started avoiding Paloma, but 
that only made her feel guiltier. 


ne Friday afternoon in the library, 

Michelle was studying with Cathleen, 

Brittany, and Sarah when she asked, 
“Why don’t you like Paloma?” 

Brittany hiccupped suddenly. “She’s coming! 
Hide!” She grabbed Michelle’s wrist and pulled 
her under the library table. 

Michelle’s eyes widened. “What are you doing?” 

“Shh!” Sarah whispered. “Keep your voice 
down so she won’t see us!” 

“This is insane!” Michelle started to get up. 

Cathleen yanked her down again. “You’re insane! 
You want Paloma to come over here? She’s always 
trying to follow us around and I’m sick of it!” 

Paloma was walking down the aisle of books. 
Brittany giggled. “Wonder where she got those 
clown pants!” And the others giggled, too, trying 
to muffle their laughter in their hands. 

Michelle watched Paloma stop and glance 
quickly under the table. Their eyes met. Paloma’s 
lip quivered, but she seemed determined not to 
cry. Michelle bit the insides of her cheeks and 
closed her eyes. She felt like she was choking, 
and there was a painful throbbing in her ears that 
wouldn’t go away. When she looked up, she could 
see Paloma walking out of the library without 
looking back. 
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ichelle felt sick to her stomach when 
she got home. The noise of all the ani- 


mals made her head hurt, so she went 
to the beach with Killybegs and sat with her on the 
tall dune for a long time. When she finally went 
home, the phone was ringing. Michelle picked it up. 
“Hello?” she said. 


“Oh, Killybegs,” she said, 


“you shouldn’t be so nice to 
me. | really don’t deserve it.” 


ig ae 
| 
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“Why’d you do that?” It was Paloma. 
Michelle swallowed. Her throat was dry. “I... 


” 


“Why didn’t you stand up for me?” Paloma 
yelled. “I would’ve stood up for you!” And 
Michelle’s stomach hurt a little more, because she 
knew that Paloma would have stood up for her, no 
matter what happened. Paloma hung up. 

Michelle hugged Killybegs and began to cry. 
She expected Killybegs to wriggle away from her, 
but the dog whined in the back of her throat and 
began to slobber all over Michelle’s face. This 
made Michelle cry a little more. “Oh, Killybegs,” 
she said, “you shouldn’t be so nice to me. I really 
don’t deserve it.” 


ichelle didn’t see Paloma a lot at school 
after that. “I think she’s eating lunch in 
the art room again!” giggled Brittany, 


and Michelle would have liked nothing better than 
to grab Brittany’s cafeteria tray and bash her over 
the head with it. 

“What’s wrong?” asked Sarah. She and the other 
girls were staring at Michelle, and Michelle realized 
that she had curled her hands into fists. 
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Michelle opened and closed her mouth several 
times, but no words came out. “Nothing,” she finally 
muttered. Paloma was able to talk all the time. Why 
couldn’t Michelle talk when it mattered the most? 

“Joanne told me that Dana told her that she saw 
Paloma crying in the bathroom,” said Brittany. 

“I bet she wishes she’d never even moved here,” 
said Cathleen. She sounded satisfied. 

“She’s unbelievably annoying,” said Sarah. 
“Wouldn't it be great if she just moved away again?” 

“I think ...” Michelle began, and then stopped. 
Her friends looked at her expectantly. Michelle’s 
face felt hot. She wanted to become invisible, 
or melt into the chair. She swallowed and tried 
again. “I think ... I think you are three of the 
meanest people I’ve ever met!” she shouted. She 
braced herself and waited for Cathleen or Sarah 
or Brittany to yell at her, but they just blinked in 
shock. So Michelle said more. “You want Paloma 
to move back to Atlanta just because she makes 
her own pants? Because she has a southern 
accent? How can you hate someone you’ve never 
even talked to?” Then she got up and broke into 
arun, wanting to cry and laugh and scream all at 
the same time. She ran out of the cafeteria and 
straight to the art room, but Paloma wasn’t there. 
Michelle couldn't find her for the rest of the day. 


PO 


fter school, Michelle went straight home. 
She worked all afternoon and didn’t stop 
until it was almost dinnertime. Then 
Michelle and Killybegs walked to Paloma’s house, 
carrying a box wrapped in leftover Christmas 
paper, which was all that Michelle could find. She 
forced herself to ring the doorbell before she lost 


her nerve. 
Paloma answered the door. Her smile wilted 
when she saw Michelle. “Oh,” she said. “It’s you.” 
Michelle looked at her toes and kicked at the 
steps. “Hi,” she said, so quietly that she wasn’t sure 
Paloma could hear. Paloma started to close the door. 


“Wait!” Michelle said. Paloma put her hands on her 
hips. “I’m sorry,” Michelle said. “I’m really sorry 
about everything. I’m really, really sorry.” Paloma 
didn’t say anything, but she didn’t shut the door, 
either. Michelle fidgeted nervously with the zipper 
of her jacket. “Um ... so why weren't you at school 
today? I went to the art room, but ...” 

“I told my mom about the bullies,” Paloma said. 
“She let me stay home for the day while she had a 
parent/teacher conference.” 

“Oh,” said Michelle. Paloma started to shut the 
door again. “I’m not friends with those people any- 
more,” Michelle said quickly. Paloma raised her 
eyebrows. “I’m not,” Michelle insisted. “I told them 
off. I can’t believe I put up with them for so long, 
and I’m not sitting with them at lunch anymore.” 

Paloma’s eyes narrowed. “You were scared of 
them before.” 

Michelle bit her nail. “I’m different now. I’m 
going to be different now.” There was an awkward 
silence. “I have a present for you,” Michelle said 
softly. She gave the box to Paloma, who slowly tore 
off the wrapping paper. 

“You told me once that you really wanted a 
dog like Killybegs,” Michelle stammered, “and I 


thought this would be the next best thing. I know 
you like to make your own clothes, so I thought 
that maybe ...” 

Paloma opened the box and pulled out a T-shirt. 
The front was decorated with different fabric paints. 
“That’s supposed to be Killybegs,” Michelle said. 
Then she paused. “Do you like it?” 

Paloma looked at Michelle for a long time. 
Michelle bit her lip and waited. Then Paloma 
slipped the shirt on over her top. “You wanna 
come inside?” she asked, her face splitting into 
a jack-o’-lantern grin. * 


~ 


Killybegs is loosely based on Sally, 

a dog my friend Nora had when we 
were 10. Whenever Nora and her family invited 
me to join them on vacation at their beach house, 


her parents let us explore the beach nearby with- 


out a grown-up—as long as Sally went with us. 
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Funny Farms 


These pictures may seem to be the same, but they’re not. At least 20 things that 


appear in the left picture are different in the right picture. Try to find them all! 


1. What do you call C 
pigs that live together? ) 


2. How do you ok 
make a milk shake? 


3. How does a pig on 
get to the hospital? 


5. What do rabbits use to 
keep their fur looking good? 


Cock-a-Doodle-Who? — 
a To see who's hiding in the barn, fill in 
squares on both sides of the red line until 

the left side is the mirror image of the 
right side. 


[J 


/ cccccc. 
nan 


Match the riddles on the left to the answers on the right! 
Nee as L 


i 


b. Hare spray. 


c. Pen pals. 


d. Give a cow 
a pogo stick. 


e. Because they 
always butt in. 


Horse Play 


Can you draw two boxes around the 
ponies to keep them all separate? 


Ae tp { Ci a f : 
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Road Hogs 


Match the license plates to the cars below. 


7 Oh, Baby! ———~ 
These animals are all mixed up. Match 


each baby below with its mom. 


Moms Babies 
1. goose a. lamb 

2. ewe. - kitten 
3.tabb . kid 
4.nann d.gosling 


5. mare ____>_~——". foal 


_ 


——— eT 


Art Sleuth 


Search the pages of this issue to find 
where each snippet of the photo or 
illustration shown below came from. 


Write down where you found it. 
1.2o3 


[eS 


‘a United States of Americow *% 


These cows have six states hidden among their spots. Can you circle them all? 
For an extra challenge, see if you can name the ones you find! 


What did the lamb say to 


What is the kitten’s : é 
its mother after getting 


favorite color? 


atoy? 
Kati e ae © done. 
Age 9, Minnesota » Age 11, Arizona 
What do you call six What's a cow’s favorite pie 
ducks ina carton? filling? 


m 


ammah \/ 


Age 9, Texas Age 9, Virginia 


Why did the flies go to 
Paris? 


Send your best joke to Brain Waves! 
Write to the address on page 2. 
Include your name, birth date, 
school photo, and signature. 
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Moo! Baa! 


Play this noisy card game with a friend. 


The object is to win all the cards in the deck. 


1. Each player picks an animal and tells the other 3. If both players make the correct sound at the 
what it is. One player deals out all the cards in the same time, no one gets the cards. If a player makes 
deck. Both girls hold their stacks of cards face- the wrong sound or makes a sound when there’s 
down. They say “one, two, three.” On “three,” each no match, she gives a card to the other player. 


girl turns her top card face-up on the table. 

4. The game ends when one player has all the 
cards. Pick a different animal for each new game 
to make it extra tricky! 


2. Both girls keep doing this as fast as they can, 
until they flip over two cards that match. When 
that happens, each girl makes the other girl's 
animal sound. The player who makes the correct 
sound first takes all the cards on the table. 


Answer Box 
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With the Mini Mag, you 
can make a miniature 
copy of American Girl. 
All you need are scissors 
and a stapler. Read the 
directions all the way 
through before you begin. 
Cut out each pair of 
lines. Be sure to cut around 
the tabs marked with the 
letters A, B, C, and D. 
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on Kitties 
Think felines are fabulous? Test your knowledge of cats, and then quiz a friend. 


The Nitty-Gr 
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Friendship Matters 


Your pet is one of your best friends. Use these 
ideas to show her how much you love her. 
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We go crazy for animals i 
here at American Girl. 
Look at the fun we had! 
Just for her, But remember— san vy ig 


‘no chocolate or raisins! 


whenever she blinked. “Where'd you get that 
skirt?” she asked. 


The girl jumped down from the dune.“ 
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Dear American Girl, 

When my friend comes over, 
the only thing she wants to do 
is play with my dog. I feel like 
she comes over to play with 
my dog, not with me. 

Lonel 


If your friend doesn’t have her own 


dog, it must be hard to resist yours. 


So be patient and find ways to get 
in on the fun. Play hide-and-seek: 
You and your friend get a dog treat 
and hide together. Quietly call 
your dog’s name, and when she 
finds you, give her the treat. Or 
take your dog for a walk together. 
If you still want to see your friend 
without your dog, make plans to 
meet somewhere else. 

*« 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a big problem. I brought 
my class hamster home over 
break. Then my cat knocked the 
cage over—and the hamster 
died! I don’t want to go back to 
school, because I’m afraid the 
kids will all hate me. 
LZ Yee\ real ly \pad 
Remind yourself that accidents 
happen. Then focus on what you 


can do to make the situation better. 


Ask your parents if you can call your 
teacher before break is over. You 
can apologize and buy a new 
hamster for the class. When you go 
back to school, your teacher can 
help explain what happened and 
introduce the new pet to the class. 
Writing down what you want to say 
can help, too. The kids may be 
upset, but they'll know you're sorry. 
* 
Dear American Girl, 
This girl at my school likes 
monkeys and so do I. Whenever 
I say I like monkeys, she always 
says, “You only like monkeys 
because I do.” How can I make 
her stop saying that? 
Not a Copycat 
You know this girl is just bananas. 
But she might think that liking 


monkeys makes her unique and 
feels insecure when you say you like 
monkeys, too. You could reply to her 
by saying, “Gosh, monkeys are so 
adorable, how could anyone not like 
them?” Here’s another idea: Get her 
a little monkey gift such as stickers 
or a keychain, and attach a cute note 
saying, “Monkey see, monkey do. 
This monkey made me think of 
you!” If she doesn’t respond to 
your kindness, just ignore her. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My dog, Roxy, ran away and 
I’m feeling kind of blue. Can 
you help me get over it at least 
a little bit? 
Missing Roxy 
If you've done everything you can 
to find her, such as checking with 
the local animal control office and 
humane society, the only thing to 
do is wait. If you are sure she’s 
gone for good, you might feel 
better by imagining that she’s 
happy and safe living somewhere 
else. You'll be sad for a while, and 
that’s O.K. In time, the memories 


you have of Roxy will make you 
happy again. 
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Dear American Girl, 
I can’t stop sleeping with my 
stuffed animals—all 40 of 
them! I feel like a baby. Help! 
I OD animals 
If you like sleeping with your 
stuffed animals, that’s O.K., no 
matter how old you are. But if you 
really do want to stop, find a new 
place to display your cute collec- 
tion, such as a bookcase or a chair. 
Then each night, take one stuffed 
animal out of your bed and put it 
in the new display place. Even if 
you decide to still sleep with a few 
stuffed animals, you'll gradually 
get used to sleeping without all 
your furry friends, and before 
long you'll have more room in 
your bed again! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I want a pet, but my parents 
won't let me because my sis and 
my mom are allergic to animals 
that shed. Help! 
Det Prololems 
Cats and dogs aren't the only pets 
around—there are lots of pets that 
don’t shed. A bird, hermit crab, or 
fish might make a good pet for 
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you. Read about what each kind 
of pet is like and see whether you 
think you’d enjoy having one. 
Then pick a good time to ask your 
parents again. They should still 
check with their allergist to make 
sure any pet you get will be safe 
for your mom and sis to live with. 
« 
Dear American Girl, 
I want to help the endangered 
tigers. I was thinking of doing 
a petition, but I’m shy. How can 
I help them? 
Shy. 
Getting involved in a project you 
feel strongly about may be just the 
thing you need to feel more confi- 
dent. Maybe you can start a tiger 
club at your school and work with 
other kids who love tigers as much 
as you do. A petition is a great idea 


for your first project! For more 


information on tigers, ask a librarian 
to help you find ideas on other ways 
you can help. 


* 


Advice from You 


“When you feel like a pet is not 
being as close to you as she 


could be, and she tries to get 


away from you and hide, it 
might be because of you. Start 
being more gentle, and don’t 
pick up your pet for a while. 
Instead, pet her and tempt her 


with treats. Think from your 
pet’s point of view! Would you 
want to be treated the way you 


treat your pet?” 


je 15, Rania pireia 
A pet’s personality can also 
change if it’s sick or in pain, 
so ask your parents to check 
with a vet if your pet starts 


acting differently. 
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Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 

American Girl magazine 

8400 Fairway Place 
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Can you spot all of the 
turtles in this issue? 
Answer on page 42. 
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Coming up in the March/April issue he 


Be Strong ,s Showers of Style A 0 
Girls like you share their best advice See the winners of our 


on standing up for yourself design-an-umbrella contest! 
ay 


| “Gotcha!” 
Silly April Fools’ pranks to play 
on your friends 


Dollars and Sense 
Tips on how to make money— 
_ and how to keep it 


Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi. ~~ 
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